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(d) Major disaster. Any flood, fire, 
hurricane, or other catastrophe which, 
in the determination of the President, 
is or threatens to be of sufficient sever-
ity and magnitude to warrant disaster 
assistance by the Federal Government 
to supplement the efforts and available 
resources of the State and local gov-
ernments in alleviating the damage, 
hardship, or suffering caused thereby. 

§ 809a.8 Installation policies and laws. 

This subpart contains policies on the 
use of Air Force military personnel in 
civil disturbances and disasters. The 
more important laws concerning mili-
tary aid to civil authorities are also 
summarized. 

(a) The Air Force gives military as-
sistance to civil authorities in civil de-
fense or civil disturbances and disas-
ters only when such assistance is re-
quested or directed. Commanders will 
not undertake such assistance without 
authority, unless the overruling de-
mands of humanity compel immediate 
action to protect life and property and 
to restore order. 

(b) The military service having avail-
able resources nearest the affected area 
is responsible for providing initial as-
sistance to civil authorities in emer-
gencies. Subsequent operations are to 
be according to the mutual agreement 
between the senior service commanders 
concerned. 

(c) The protection of life and prop-
erty and the maintenance of law and 
order within the territorial jurisdiction 
of any State is the primary responsi-
bility of State and local authorities. It 
is well-established U.S. Government 
policy that intervention with military 
forces takes place only after State and 
local authorities have used their own 
forces and are unable to control the 
situation, or when they do not take ap-
propriate action. 

§ 809a.9 Conditions for use of Air 
Force resources. 

This part is not intended to extend 
Air Force responsibilities in emer-
gencies to generate additional re-
sources (manpower, materiel, facilities, 
etc.) requirements, or encourage par-
ticipation in such operations at the ex-
pense of the Air Force primary mis-

sion. It is a guide for the employment 
of Air Force resources when: 

(a) A disaster or disturbance occurs 
in areas in which the U.S. Air Force is 
the executive agent of the United 
States. 

(b) A disaster or disturbance occurs 
in areas that are remote from an Army 
installation but near an Air Force in-
stallation, thereby necessitating Air 
Force assumption of responsibility 
pending arrival of Army personnel. 

(c) The overriding demand of condi-
tions resulting from a natural disaster 
compels immediate action to protect 
life and property and to restore order. 

§ 809a.10 Military commanders’ re-
sponsibilities. 

(a) Civilians in the affected area will 
be informed of the rules of conduct and 
other restrictive measures to be en-
forced by the military. These will be 
announced by local proclamation or 
order, and will be given the widest pub-
licity by all available media. 

(b) Persons not normally subject to 
military law, who are taken into cus-
tody by military forces incident to 
civil disturbances, will be turned over 
to the civil authorities as soon as pos-
sible. 

(c) Military forces will ordinarily ex-
ercise police powers previously inoper-
ative in an affected area; restore and 
maintain order; maintain essential 
transportation and communication; 
and provide necessary relief measures. 

(d) U.S. Air Force civilian employees 
may be used, in any assignments in 
which they are capable and willing to 
serve. In planning for on-base contin-
gencies of fires, floods, hurricanes, and 
other natural disasters, arrangements 
should be made for the identification 
and voluntary use of individual em-
ployees to the extent that the needs for 
their services are anticipated. 

§ 809a.11 Procedures outside the 
United States. 

It is Air Force policy to make every 
reasonable effort to avoid any con-
frontation between United States mili-
tary forces and host nation demonstra-
tors or other dissidents posing a threat 
to Air Force resources. Intervention by 
United States military personnel out-
side the United States is governed by 
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